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z Opinions.
the whole of the Rdamdyana, did this in their own language. Butthe
present work is unique in that its editor has given fhe whole of the
epic, though within a short compass, without using even a single
syllable that is not of the ‘Adi-kavi’, In this book, the editor has
followed the text of the Bengal recension of the Rdmdyina lmvlpg
compared it with all the three ather, recensions, ## But the special
feature of the book is the learned Introduction at the beginning

‘covering more than forty pages, bristling jwith i1eferences and

quotations, and what is more, written in Sanskrit. *# In the
Introduction many important points have Been discussed : the
claim’ of V4Imiki to the title of the Adi-Kavi or first poet, what
the Rdmdyana is, the social and réligious condition of the country
described in it, its origin, date of.its composition, its comparison
with the Iliad. While going through the Introduction, one 1s sure
to be delighied with the respeciful-tone of the criticism : and the
flow and grandeur of the style will “in many places remind the
reader of that of Bdnabhatta., In fact the style as used theiein
is in'no way inferior 10 that of well-known piose.writers in
Sanskrit whereas it has this advaniage over all, that while the
style of even the best prose-woirks in Sanskrit is cumbrous on
account of lgng-diawn-cut compounds and too fiequent use of
figures of speech, very often impeding the clear understarding of
the meaning of passages in which they accur, that of the Intro-
duction of the Laghu Kdmdyana s simple, chaiming and ful] of

Tife ; compounds there' are in i1, but they only add 1o the vigour
of the style. .

“The passages in which the editor has established the priority
of the ‘Rdmiyana’ to the ‘Dasaratha-Jitaka’ and also where he
has refuted the theory of Prof, Weber placing the date of the
cemposition of the ‘Rdmdyana’ at the commencement of the Chris-
tian era, at an epoch when the operation of Greek influence had
already set in, by adducing numerous proofs, internal and external
both from the R4mdyana and the Iltad, in a manner that would

do credit to ,any antiquarian, show how Sanskrit may be used in
literary and historical criticism._ "

- “All Greek names a» have been rendered into Sanskrit, Insome
cases new words have been coined to translate Greek words and
expressions conveying ideas unknown in Sanskrit. #» This is pio-
bably the first attempt in this ditection, and if ibere be many
writers to enrich Sanskrit with woids and phrases expressing the
new ideas and thonghts evolving with the progress of time, who
can say Sanskrit may not be as good as a living language apain ?
ir& fact this Il;.troduction Iis in many points unique and unprecedent:
* * as a literary work i erit as well’
e great oo y work in San\sknt as well as a critical study of )

.






